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Looking for inspiration for your features? The following copy covers many of Yorkshire’s key themes for use in your editorial.
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Indulgence

Have an indulgent visit to Yorkshire and treat yourself to something special, unusual or downright decadent. Turkish Baths and cookery schools may appeal, along with Michelin-starred restaurants and country house hotels... or perhaps just a little "light" shopping?

Pampering Yorkshire 

The perfect indulgence for many is a fabulous spa treatment and Yorkshire is the ideal place for this, with options from contemporary city treats to traditional relaxing country houses. De Vere Oulton Hall, at the edge of Leeds is one of the many options in the cities, or escape city life and relax in a grand Georgian mansion with over 100 acres of parkland near Wetherby at the Wood Hall Hotel & Spa. Or for an inspirational birthday treat include a day in the 1877 Victorian Turkish Baths in Harrogate; the perfect way to treat someone special. 

Sleep in Style in Yorkshire

Yorkshire holds a great variety of accommodation for a weekend break or longer.  The choices are many, from being able to experience the sounds of the countryside in cottages or country-house splendor, to coastal sea view lodges or chic city-centre luxury hotels. Throw in the scenery, landscaped grounds, award-winning beaches, spas and golf activities to create luxurious hideaways to suit everyone's taste in Yorkshire. 

Hotel du Vin, in York is located in the tranquil area known as 'The Mount' and is a beautiful Grade II listed building that dates back to the early 19th Century. Formerly a private home, orphanage and most recently the Shepherd Homes building, the hotel houses 44 stylish bedrooms and exquisite suites complemented by pristine beds and luxurious Egyptian linen. The winner of the AA Hotel of the Year 2009-2010, the Feversham Arms & Verbena Spa located in the picturesque market town of Helmsley, is an ideal location for a luxury hide-away retreat. The hotel even has an outdoor, all-year round heated pool for that extra Yorkshire glamour. The chance to absorb the timeless elegance of an English country house can be experienced at Swinton Park, a luxury Castle Hotel, which earliest parts date from the 1600s. Gracefully furnished from the Georgian and Victorian eras, the family are proud to welcome guests to join them in this tradition. 
Want luxury with a difference in Yorkshire... then try relaxing in the stylish eco lodges at Brompton Lakes, individually designed self catering holiday lodges built on the shores of two private lakes; life couldn’t get more tranquil. Choices also include Natural Retreats, located in Swaledale close to the Georgian market town of Richmond. The development is set amongst 52 acres of private woodland and meadows with magnificent views of the Swale Valley. For those who fancy camping with a glamorous edge, or ‘glamping’ as it is now known, Jollydays near York will not disappoint. Set in the midst of woodland, relax and luxuriate in a roll top bath in the confines of your own bunting festooned luxury tent. Or for something a little boutique but vintage, the Victorian accommodation La Rosa is an excellent resort with great character; also 'blue plaqued' as the place where Lewis Carroll resided during his many visits to the magical sea-side resort. This is only a taste of the range of accommodation Yorkshire can offer for your every desire. 

Belly Rumbling Yorkshire Food

Yorkshire food has an international reputation so prepare yourself to be inspired by the range of local specialities just waiting to be sampled in the restaurants, pubs and markets of Yorkshire. Take a few ingredients home after a visit to one of the many farm shops and delicatessens. Delve deeper into the mysteries of rhubarb, cider, wine and beer at one of the visitor attractions dedicated to producing something deliciously Yorkshire, and experience the local suppliers, producers and butchers from around the region. The Perns of Helmsley and The Star Inn Corner Shop, Harome are enthusiasts for fine local food supplied by local suppliers and made by top quality ingredients in The Star Inn kitchen. 
Yorkshire’s most famous tea shops, Betty’s, at the RHS Gardens at Harlow Carr in Harrogate are not to be missed. Their mouth-watering cakes and pastries washed down with a cuppa turn the great English afternoon tea into an event itself. Don’t forget about Yorkshire’s fish and chips, as they are the only fish and chips in the world worth having. Book yourself in for a meal in an award winning seafood restaurant which will keep your taste buds alive and satisfied. 

If it’s gourmet dining that you’re after, then you won’t be without choice in this region, as Yorkshire now boasts the largest number of Michelin Star restaurants in the UK.  Alongside other top Yorkshire restaurants, the region’s six Michelin stars are, The Burlington Restaurant in Skipton, The Old Vicarage near Sheffield, The Star Inn at Harome, The Box Tree in Ilkley, Yorke Arms near Harrogate and the newest edition The Pipe and Glass Inn in Beverley... be sure to make a visit during your stay!

Shop Until You Drop

Yorkshire has everything you need for all your shopping indulgences. No matter what city you are near there will be a wealth of shopping areas for you to explore, from Leeds’ Harvey Nichols and an array of top designers such as Ted Baker, Vivienne Westwood, Karen Millen, French Connection, Diesel, Space NK, Hobbs, All Saints and Jigsaw, all within the gorgeous Victorian designer heaven of the Victoria Quarter. Moving across to Sheffield, the Devonshire Quarter is a cosmopolitan-chic home to award winning shops, cafes, bars and even has its own spa for that extra treat. One of the most visited streets in the UK is York’s famous bustling centre piece, The Shambles, which is a magnet for quirky hidden boutiques and independent stores.  
Moving away from the main cities and towns there's plenty of hidden gems tucked away where you can shop for an individual style. In Whitby you'll find unique locally handcrafted jewellery made from jet, while in Bradford there's the country's biggest Asian department store, Bombay stores. Off the beaten track you can find Hebden Bridge; officially known as the funkiest town in Europe as almost all the shops are independents and full of spectacular unique treats. Here you'll find an array of vintage, antique, book and handmade quality craft shops all located within the St George's Square and Market Street areas. The region has everything you could ever want. Enjoy and shop until you drop. 

Indulgently Different Yorkshire

Turn your visit into an extra special memory by sampling something active or relaxing, learn a new skill or maybe see the countryside from a new angle. You can see Yorkshire from above by gliding through the skies with Yorkshire Gliding Club, ballooning in your very own basket above York Minster with Altaire Ballooning or why not take to the skies in a helicopter for the day across Huddersfield, Holmfirth and Sheffield. It will be a memory you’ll never forget.

If staying on the ground is more your style, then picture this... stunning classic car, a Yorkshire hamper with strawberries in the boot, rolling hills that go on and on and a 
perfect sunny day. Enjoying the sites from behind the wheel of a 1950 Rolls Royce Silver Cloud; what a luxurious way to spend your holiday in Yorkshire.  
Outdoors

Yorkshire encompasses three National Parks, the Yorkshire Dales, North York Moors and the Peak District, all with its sweeping vistas hiding the idyllic glades.  Don't forget the stunning coastlines, Pennine gritstone edges, the undulating Wolds and Howardian Hills.  A day, a weekend, a fortnight will not be enough to discover it all.

Action for Adrenaline Junkies

When it comes to outdoor activities in Yorkshire you can scale the heights of the country's most spectacular rocks or go deep underground to explore intricate caves.  Mountain Aspirations offer rock climbing courses to suit a range of needs. Whether you are new to climbing or want to climb multi-pitch routes. If one activity is not enough, then have a go at more - try skimming through the treetops or flying high in the clouds as well. Go Ape, at Dalby Forest,  is an award-winning high wire forest adventure course of rope bridges, Tarzan Swings and zip slides... all set high above up in the treetops. Stick to the ground and experience the Yorkshire 4x4 adrenaline fuelled experience and put your faith in 4-wheeled vehicles or quad-biking. All experiences you will be talking about for weeks.
Water Sport Fun

When it comes to water sports, there's so much to do around Yorkshire’s coasts, lakes, canals, rivers and reservoirs; the range of activities are as varied as Yorkshire's beautiful landscapes.  Windsurfing, sailing, canoeing, kayaking are just a taste of what’s on offer. Hire out a canal boat or waterside holiday cottage for something more relaxing and explore the British Waterways around Yorkshire.  There are around 270 miles of inland waterways, covering an area which stretches from South Yorkshire to the River Tees in the North East. The canals and rivers provide countless opportunities for walking, cycling, wildlife spotting, angling and boating – an ideal contrast for a short break. 

Cycling in Yorkshire

Biking in Yorkshire offers a huge variety of options, from country lanes to single-tracks. The region is crisscrossed with national cycleways following old railway tracks, custom built paths and quiet leafy lanes.  The trails across the Dales and Moors offer endless cycling possibilities for the adventurous.  You'll also find purpose built mountain bike trails in Stainburn Forest and Dalby Forest, including the new world class competition route. For the more technically skilled mountain biker try parts of the cross country UCI Mountain Bike World Cup course at Dixon's Hollow Pace Bike Park and ride the freestyle loop in Dalby, jump the table tops and test your nerve on the skinnies. There’s something for everyone from the very beginner to the most experienced. 

Yorkshire’s Wild Side

Yorkshire has so much outdoor space for wildlife from rolling countryside to the stunning Dinosaur Coast. Yorkshire is a perfect sanctuary for many of England's greatest species such as the 200,000 nesting seabirds, gannets and puffins at one of England's top wildlife attractions, RSPB Bempton Cliffs. Over at Harewood House, near Leeds you can spot red kites gliding overhead and deer amongst the woodland. 

There's so much to see as Yorkshire holds over 80 of the best UK wildlife sites to view birds and animals close-up.  Potteric Carr, Doncaster, is Yorkshire Wildlife Trust's flagship nature reserve and the largest of the 80 reserves with a rich diversity of wildlife.  Want to take a walk on the wild side with exotic animals? The Yorkshire Wildlife Park lets you encounter farm animals, endangered African animals, meerkats and various species from the jungle. It’s the perfect family day out. 

For something different visit ‘Pesky Husky Trekking’ near Scarborough and become a ‘musher’, an integral part of the team. You can also go try out two wheeled Pawtrekker scooters, powered by two of the strongest huskies.  Bet you didn’t expect this in Yorkshire! 
Walking in Yorkshire

From the mighty moorland and the rolling dales to the stunning coastlines there’s many opportunities to explore the region and a choice of walks for people of all abilities. For short Yorkshire walks take a saunter around a bluebell wood, wander along a breath-taking seaside cliff top, potter around a pretty village or find Yorkshire’s darker side on a Ghost Walk. Yorkshire’s three National Parks, as well as Wolds and coast, means you are spoilt for choice for exhilarating experiences.  Try long distance walking and take your pick from a selection of Britain's finest National Trails here in Yorkshire. Exploring is the best way to discover the region’s hidden views and secrets, so what are you waiting for... get your boots on. 
Try something different...

Outdoor adventures in Yorkshire may include great walking, beaches, cycling and boating but how about something a bit out of the ordinary? You can go riding western style with Rocky’s Western Trail Adventures, near Holmfirth, follow a Hunt Fun treasure trail, or take a trip to Xscape, Castleford, for some indoor skiing, rock climbing and skateboarding... the list is endless and features hours of fun.
Heritage

Yorkshire's heritage encompasses Roman Emperors, marauding Vikings, magnificent ruins, grand estates and the legacy of the Industrial Revolution and coal -mining. Discover Yorkshire's historical gardens and learn about their latest features, their restoration and attend the events they host that will make your visit a unique and memorable experience.

Stately Homes in Yorkshire

Yorkshire has a host of stately homes full of art and treasures, which provide an insight into what it would have been like to live, eat and work in opulent surroundings. View the Capability Brown landscapes, Vanbrugh architectural masterpieces, Adam interiors, Jacobean palaces and Regency mansions. There are world famous exteriors and hidden treasures across Yorkshire, but don't forget the magnificent surrounding gardens, landscapes and of course, some great play areas to keep the children happy. Temple Newsam and Harwood House near Leeds, Ripley Castle, near Harrogate, Castle Howard near York, Sledmere, Burton Agnes Hall and Sewerby Hall near Bridlington are just a few ways to spend a day exploring. 
Gardens and Parks

Yorkshire has some of Britain's finest gardens and parks; its landscapes are some of the most evocative in England. From the famed historic borders of Newby Hall, through faithful reconstructions of Victorian art right up to the modern day magnificence being created by world famous master gardeners. The parks of some of Yorkshire's finest estates have been immortalised by Constable and much of the original views can still be found. You would be missing out if you didn’t take time to visit The Walled Garden at Scampston, the Botanical Gardens and the Winter Garden in Sheffield. Other places worth exploring are the North of England's Premier Lavender Farm, Yorkshire Lavender, and Rother Valley Country Park.    

Yorkshire’s Churches

From tiny chapels and Medieval market town churches, to magnificent Minsters - Yorkshire has it all. Whether you are interested in regional history and heritage or simply seeking a place of peace and tranquility, the region's churches will not disappoint. These impressive and inspirational buildings offer a warm welcome to visitors and an insight into the area's rich and diverse cultural heritage. Just as important to the communities they serve are the many parish churches, chapels and places of worship that are scattered across the region. Leave the main roads and take the time to explore some of Yorkshire's best kept secrets... including Ripon Cathedral, Beverley Minister and the moody ruins of Whitby Abbey. Those off the beaten track include, Rievaulx Abbey, in the North York Moors National Park, which became one of England’s wealthiest monasteries before its dissolution by King Henry VIII in 1538, and Roche Abbey, near Rotherham. The story of the pillaging of Roche, recorded by the son of an eyewitness, is among the most vivid documents of the Dissolution of the Monasteries. 

Take a visit to Yorkshire’s cities as a visit to York Minster will prove to be a very enjoyable and historical visit.  It’s the largest Medieval Gothic cathedral north of the Alps and a treasure house of 800 years of stained glass - this is a stunning building that’s not to be missed. 

Museums in Yorkshire

Yorkshire’s numerous museums outline different parts of the area’s rich heritage, from Vikings at the JORVIK Viking Centre to the history of medicine at the Thackray Medical Museum, Leeds. The region has six national museums – The National Railway Museum, York; The National Media Museum, Bradford; The National Coal Mining Museum for England, Wakefield; The National Fishing Heritage Museum, Grimsby; Eureka! The National Children’s Museum, Halifax, and The Royal Armouries, Leeds.
Unique museums include Mother Shipton’s Cave; the historic cave and petrifying well opened in 1630 and are the oldest tourist attractions in Britain. Nestled in the centre of a mile long wooded riverside park the museum, adventure playgrounds and cafe make for a great day out. The Prison and Police Museum in Ripon traces the development from the 17th Century to the present-day of the police and the prison service in its Victorian cells. Other places to visit include the Captain Cook Memorial Museum in Whitby, the Harmonium Museum in the UNESCO World Heritage site, Saltaire, and Hull’s eight free museums which include Wilberforce House, Streetlife Museum of Transport and the Maritime Museum. In York, The Yorkshire Museum is due to reopen after a major redevelopment in 2010. With such a rich expression of history and heritage to be seen all over the region, be sure to visit at least one of the many museums and attractions during your visit to Yorkshire.

Castles and Ruins in Yorkshire

Yorkshire’s castles, ruins and religious sites bring the past to life. The region’s castles and ruins hide a wealth of history along with a little mystery. Wander through magnificent World Heritage Sites or into quiet crumbling monasteries to get a sense of how people lived hundreds of years ago. Skipton Castle, the guardian of the gateway to the Yorkshire Dales for over 900 years and standing on a 40-metre high crag, is a unique fortress and one of the most complete and well-preserved Medieval castles in England. Explore the 90ft-high great white circular keep at Conisbrough Castle, constructed in 1180AD, with six buttresses, it is the oldest surviving of its type in England. Follow in the footsteps of Richard III at Middleham Castle or visit the grand Richmond Castle. From those that survived to those that were scarred from war-wounds like Helmsley Castle which was split in half during the Civil War period.  

Industrial Heritage in Yorkshire

Yorkshire sat at the heart of the Industrial Revolution in England, and today the region's many museums, historic canals, heritage steam railways and striking Victorian architecture are testament to Yorkshire's industrial heritage. Yorkshire holds a vast selection of attractions presenting tales of the past; Bradford Industrial Museum allows you to explore the Mill Owners House and the workers’ terraces, or visit the oldest woolen mill house in the world at Leeds Industrial Museum at Armley Mills. 

Military Heritage in Yorkshire 

Historical military re-enactments bring Yorkshire's past to life, whether it is a display of knights battling it out on horseback, a Viking parade or taking part in your own sword fight at the Royal Armories Museum in Leeds. Yorkshire's military heritage sites lead the rest of the country with live events staged at historic abbeys, castles, houses and gardens. You can see the latest and best re-enactments in Yorkshire. Over at Eden Camp, visitors can experience an original prisoner of war camp and gain an understanding of what happened there. 

At Yorkshire Air Museum and Allied Air Forces Memorial the experience includes the tremendous atmosphere of the award winning venue and its fascinating displays, such as the new exhibition Pioneers of Aviation, the Bomber Command exhibition, restored Control Tower, Air Gunners Room, Archives and Uniform Displays, and much more. This is an excellent day out where the whole family can discover more about how our ancestors lived during the military past.

Artistic

Yorkshire’s art comprises of renowned theatre companies, ballet, opera, classical music, modern galleries plus classical art in many historic houses around the region. Try a film festival, rock festival or combine the visual delights of Yorkshire landscapes with the best of outdoor sculpture.

Visual Arts in Yorkshire

Yorkshire's confident and creative spirit can be witnessed across the diverse range of art galleries, craft visitor centres, intimate and outdoor arts spaces, and sculpture parks. 
Traditional gallery spaces include the Ferens Art Gallery in Hull, Leeds City Art Gallery and York Art Gallery. For something a little different, Ropewalk Contemporary Art and Craft takes its name from a past life as a rope-making factory. This is where you will find a wide range of contemporary art and crafts, including one of the most comprehensive collections of contemporary ceramics in the region. In addition to three galleries, the building also houses twelve artists' studios, as well as a number of facilities available for use by the general public, including a dark room and a printmaking studio. 
Salts Mill, set in the UNESCO World Heritage Site, Saltaire, a Grade II Listed historic mill built in 1853, contains four comprehensive art galleries, which altogether feature over 400 works by David Hockney. The Millennium Galleries in the centre of Sheffield is an outstanding venue for the visual arts, craft and design - with four individual galleries under one roof, there are all sorts of wonderful things to see.  Enjoy exhibitions from national collections including the Tate and V&A Museum.
Yorkshire’s Performing Arts 

Yorkshire boasts an array of theatres and performance arts centres to be enjoyed by all. The Royal Hall in Harrogate is a stunning Edwardian theatre dating from 1903 and has been recently restored. Over in Leeds is The Carriageworks which offers a more intimate performance space for the works of local artists and performers. The Howard Assembly Rooms, in Leeds, is a new arts hub for the north; a special place where special things happen within its diverse and far reaching programme, it is curated by award winning Opera North. In a collaborative project with Phoenix Dance, Northern Ballet, based in Leeds, are excitedly awaiting completion of their new purpose-built dance centre which will be the largest space for dance outside of London. In Sheffield, three distinctive performance venues; The Crucible, Lyceum and Studio Theatres together form the largest regional theatre complex outside of London and provide a wide variety of live entertainment.
You don’t just have to be in the city centre to enjoy a range of performing arts, as on the Yorkshire coast the largest open air theatre in Europe is set to open in Scarborough in July 2010. Still in Scarborough, you can visit the Stephen Joseph Theatre which is home to the works of Alan Ayckbourn, the world's most performed living playwright. Over in Hull, The Hull Truck Theatre is one of Yorkshire’s six producing theatres and home to the playwright John Godber. 
Fabulous Film Locations Around Yorkshire

Yorkshire has been the setting of many films and stories over the years; the region provides a beautiful and characterised backdrop for many stories. North Yorkshire Moors Railway’s Goathland Station was used in the set of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone and part of The Deathly Hallows was filmed in the Yorkshire Dales. Newby Hall in Ripon was used for ITV’s adaptation of Jane Austin’s novel Mansfield Park featuring Billie Piper in the lead role. Other much loved titles include Calendar Girls, Heartbeat, Emmerdale, Wuthering Heights, Count Dracula, and Kevin Costner's Robin Hood Prince of Thieves. 
Bradford also has the world’s first UNESCO City of Film’ status. The success of the title showcases that Bradford has a rich heritage in film production and a significant contribution to the film industry’s technical development. Its inspirational film locations, diverse society, its celebration of film and its commitment to sharing understanding and enjoyment of film through the National Media Museum and the City’s annual film festivals is a great achievement that Bradford and Yorkshire are proud to have. Film lovers will also enjoy the annual Leeds International Film Festival and GLIMMER, the Hull International Short Film Festival.
Outdoor Sculpture in Yorkshire

Yorkshire also has some of the finest sculptures set in the most remarkable and alluring outdoor spaces. Be sure to make a visit to Yorkshire Sculpture Park near Wakefield which is renowned as the centre of international importance for creation, exhibition and appreciation of modern and contemporary sculpture. The magnificent vistas over the valleys, lakes and gardens provide a rich environment for the best examples of sculpture by international artists, including Anthony Gormley, Barbara Hepworth and Henry Moore. 
Bolton Abbey sits as part of the Bolton Abbey Estate in the Yorkshire Dales, and offers seventeen exciting sculptures for all the family to enjoy, set beside the river in beautiful woodland it’s a lovely afternoon out. Or explore Newby Hall Gardens near Ripon which features an amazing Sculpture Trail weaving its way through the 25 acres of award winning gardens.

A great family day out can be had at Forbidden Corner, located in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales at the beautiful Tupgill Park, home to a fantasy world of tunnels, follies, and surprises. The attraction has a huge pyramid of translucent glass, strange statues, paths and passages that lead nowhere – decisions to be made and tricks to avoid.  Don’t get lost in the maze of fun. 
Sport

Yorkshire offers a whole world of sport to enjoy. From headline grabbing rugby league, union and football to top class cricket, from thrilling horseracing to great golf courses, it’s all here. 

Rugby and Football in Yorkshire

Yorkshire is home to some of the country's greatest Rugby teams. Yorkshire is proud of the standard of the teams and silverware collected throughout the years from both its professional and non professional teams. Yorkshire loves its football, and is the undisputed birthplace of the modern club game. The area is home to some of the biggest names in the sport, and you'll find exciting action on offer every week of the season with our teams represented in all four of England's professional leagues.

Rugby league is Yorkshire born and bred and has developed into one of the most popular and passionate spectator and participation sports in Britain, since the classic northern breakaway from the Rugby Football Union in Huddersfield in 1895. Tough and physically demanding, League is woven into the cultural identity of many Yorkshire communities, but it's also an exciting sport that looks forward, not back, and its popularity is growing season on season. No less than seven of the national engage Super League elite teams are Yorkshire clubs: Bradford Bulls, Castleford Tigers, Huddersfield Giants, Hull FC, Hull KR, Wakefield Wildcats and Leeds Rhinos. Leeds and Bradford have been two of the most successful teams since Super League kicked off in 1996.

Rugby Union in Yorkshire may not yet enjoy the fame of its League counterpart, but union's traditions of providing great entertainment and strong competition are long and proud. Leeds Carnegie trace their roots back to 1878; Doncaster Knights - the most promoted side in English rugby - began life even earlier, in 1875; and just five years after World War 1, in 1923, Rotherham Titans joined the fray.
Tee Time in Yorkshire

Yorkshire's famous 'broad acres' are perfect for a game of golf, whatever your handicap, so it's no coincidence that here you can experience some of Britain's top courses.  Renowned Championship courses include the beautiful Fulford in York and Moortown in Leeds, where you will also find Moor Allerton, with its picture book 27 hole golf experience set in 220 acres. A little further north, Alwoodley is one of the top 50 courses in UK & Ireland, and also popular with national and international visitors. Harrogate's Pannal Golf Club has hosted many top events and is an Open Championship Regional Qualifying Course, while the beautiful nearby Crimple Valley combines fantastic views with a nine-hole pay and play that's perfect for beginners.  To cap it all, heading further east, Ganton, set on open heathland in the Vale of Pickering between York and Scarborough, is one of only three courses to have staged the Walker Cup, the Curtis Cup and the Ryder Cup.  Bridlington and the surrounding coast line boasts four of Yorkshire’s finest golf courses and players can now take advantage of the Golf Coast Passport and play three or four rounds over the course of seven days at a discounted rate. Love golf? Then you'll love Yorkshire. You're not alone, so the sooner you tee up your round, the better.
In Yorkshire the Race is on!

Yorkshire has a strong and historic horse racing tradition, making it one of the best places in Britain to enjoy the thrill of the turf. The region is almost synonymous with horse racing, with no fewer than nine top class courses holding over 170 meetings each year, all year, and numerous winning stables in cradles of racing culture including Middleham, Malton and Richmond. Whatever style of racing you prefer, you'll be spoilt for choice in Yorkshire, with six flat racing courses at York, Beverley, Pontefract, Redcar, Ripon and Thirsk, a specialist National Hunt course at Wetherby, and dual courses offering monthly racing either on the flat or over jumps at Catterick in the north and Doncaster in the south. However, it is said that The Kiplingcotes Derby is the oldest flat race course in England, dating right back to 1519.
Famous racing festivals staged in Yorkshire include the Welcome to Yorkshire Ebor meeting, the St Leger and the 'Go Racing' Summer Festival which takes place at venues across the region. The standard is high, with the chance to enjoy Group One races and, at Doncaster, to see the only 'classic' held outside the south-east. If you want to go racing during your stay in Yorkshire, you're on to a winner.
Do ‘Different’ Sports in Yorkshire

The 'big' sports like football, rugby league, rugby union, cricket and horse racing are all on offer in Yorkshire. But that's not the whole story. Yorkshire has got all sorts of sports, from so-called minority games and events; to activities you may not even have thought of because they are so 'different', which is why sport in Yorkshire truly offers something for everyone.

What's so different about Yorkshire sport? Well, you couldn't find more diversity if you looked for it. To give you an idea, the region's world class performers include heptathlete Jess Ennis, table tennis stars Paul Drinkhall and Darius Knight, and bobsleigh's Nicola Minichello, not to mention being home to the Olympic development squads for boxing, netball, volleyball, badminton, table tennis and athletics. Could two sports be more different than ice hockey and snooker? You can see both played by pro's in our region (home, incidentally, to the World Snooker Championships in April, and the only World Snooker Academy).  And if you think there are two more different sports than ice hockey and snooker, maybe comparing a darts competition with Sheffield's British Ice Dance Championships will prove it.
For something different out of doors, you could visit one of many polo venues or a race track featuring a round of the British Touring Car Championships. Get hooked on fishing at Bridlington's Open Water Championships, catch the breeze wind surfing on the same coast, try mountain biking (Yorkshire is home to the first UK venue to host the MTB XC World Cup) and road racing or our famous fell running tradition. Following many events like this is not just great fun, they also often come free of charge - another reason to dare to be different.
Family

There's fun for all the family in Yorkshire, whether it's the great outdoors, hands-on museums, the adrenalin rush of high ropes, fast bike trails or just messing about on the beach. 

Yorkshire Indoors!

The best thing about Yorkshire is how much you can do for free. This means Yorkshire is just perfect for families. Visit one of the region’s many visitor attractions or venture outdoors for child-friendly activities that will keep your little ones busy. 
Yorkshire is home to fantastic indoor activities that will inspire great days out for all ages with plenty to keep children (and adults) entertained. If you are looking for something new or different to do, then Yorkshire is the perfect place to be. With a diverse range of activities and events in the region, there is something to suit first and second time visitors especially throughout the school holidays.  Kids love sharks and underwater adventures, so visit the award-winning 'submarium' aquarium in Hull, The Deep where you can also explore the Twilight Zone which is the world's largest exhibition featuring animals from the depths and Slime. 
The Rotunda museum, formerly The Scarborough Museum, opened its doors to a complete redevelopment. Rotunda hosts many family fun days including the chance to explore the Dinosaur Coast and follow in the fantastic array of dinosaur footprints and all dinosaur related objects. 
Yorkshire’s numerous museums outline different parts of the area’s rich heritage, from Vikings at the JORVIK Viking Centre to the history of medicine at the Thackray Medical Museum, Leeds. The region has six national museums – The National Railway Museum, York; The National Media Museum, Bradford; The National Coal Mining Museum for England, Wakefield; The National Fishing Heritage Museum, Grimsby; Eureka! The National Children’s Museum, Halifax, and The Royal Armouries, Leeds.
Unique museums include Mother Shipton’s Cave; the historic cave and petrifying well opened in 1630 and are the oldest tourist attractions in Britain. Nestled in the centre of a mile long wooded riverside park the museum, adventure playgrounds and cafe make for a great day out. Other places to visit include the Captain Cook Memorial Museum in Whitby, and Hull’s eight free museums which include Wilberforce House, Streetlife Museum of Transport and the Maritime Museum. In York, The Yorkshire Museum is due to reopen after a major redevelopment in 2010. 
Fun Days Out for Teenagers!

There are loads of fun destinations and activities to be enjoyed on days out in Yorkshire, making it a fantastic place to visit with your teenagers all year round. York Dungeon is always a great choice and a feast of fun, or for something less gruesome try Europe’s largest artificial ski complex, Sheffield Ski Village and put those slopes to the test. Lightwater Valley Theme Park is a thrilling park which comprises some amazing rides, including The Ultimate, as well as the stomach-churning, mighty Eagle's Claw and a giant triple shoot water slide, the Fall of Terror. Take a trip... if you dare! 

Pick a challenging, action-packed and exciting activity or a relaxing afternoon at a museum or the beach; Yorkshire will have no trouble in keeping your teenagers entertained all day long. 

Yorkshire Outdoors!

Yorkshire has an abundance of outdoor activities to enjoy. A fantastic way to really get around the outdoors is on bicycle or on foot and Yorkshire is home to miles of countryside and coastline for families to explore. The beautiful scenery and great outdoors are inspirational and you’ll find yourself trying things you would never have thought of before. 

How about swinging through the trees at Go Ape, flying up in a hot air balloon or working your way out of a maize maze, at York Maze or The Forbidden Corner?  A visit to Yorkshire’s farms is a perfect day out for young children. Why not try Big Sheep and Little Cow, a farm attraction near Bedale, which will keep the kids entertained while they try their hand at washing Bruce the pig or bottle feeding the lambs, calves and piglets. Yorkshire Wildlife Park, near Doncaster is a great place to take a walk on the wild side and meet farm and exotic animals from around the world. Yorkshire also holds the UK’s biggest privately owned zoo, Flamingo Land Theme Park and Zoo, with exotic animals ranging from lions, giraffes, rhinoceros and tigers. Enjoy the thrill of some awesome rides at Flamingo Land and experience over fifty rides on offer.   
For the active families out there, Yorkshire holds many award winning beaches right along the coast line; perfect for surfing or just a day exploring the sands. There are also plenty of opportunities for family horse riding outings, rock climbing and mountain biking. At Dalby Forest you can hire bikes and explore the purpose built mountain bike trails, or explore the Dales and the Moors where you can find endless cycling possibilities for the adventurous. So many fun opportunities, guaranteed to keep your family busy on those long summer days.
Delicious

Yorkshire's famed food and drink can be found in abundant quantities across the region's numerous markets, farm shops and restaurants. If it’s gourmet dining that you’re after, then you won’t be without choice in this region, as Yorkshire has six Michelin star restaurants, more than any other region outside London. 
Yorkshire’s Michelin Stars 
Yorkshire is famous not only for producing great chefs but also for attracting chefs from outside the county into Yorkshire. There are many opportunities to try the dishes of Yorkshire’s celebrity chefs, so what are you waiting for? 

The choices are many. Raymond Blanc, the Englishman’s Frenchman opened Brasserie Blanc in Leeds... got you tempted, well there is more. Paul Heathcote, a Michelin-starred protégé of Raymond Blanc offers up his British classics at the Olive Press and Grill in Leeds. Richard Smith at Thyme, in Sheffield, has been a Michelin-rated magnet for food lovers in South Yorkshire for over twelve years. The Burlington Restaurant, Skipton, serves seasonal game and fish, all from the Bolton Abbey Estate, together with vegetables and herbs from the hotel’s gardens; the hallmark of the restaurant’s splendid delicious menu. Over in Ilkley, a certain northern rootedness inspires the cooking at The Star Inn to give a traditional British style spiced up with old favourites and Anglicised classics. 
The Old Vicarage hosts Michelin Star Chef Tessa Bramley whose cooking is grounded in nature and evocative of the seasons.  She is a country cook whose work revolves around her garden. If you fancy a taste of modern French, The Box Tree, in Ilkley hosts a classical menu and extensive wine cellar offer food lovers an unforgettable experience. Yorke Arms, near Harrogate mustn’t be missed, as Michelin Star Chef, Frances Atkins' cooking is based on simple ideas and well-tried combinations, but still contrives to introduce new twists and original touches. Achieving its first Michelin Star in 2010, the Pipe and Glass Inn, South Dalton, sees Chef James Mackenzie using locally sourced ingredients and hand-pulled real ales. Produce includes Hutton Cranswick sausages and meat, Burdass Lamb, Lowna Dairy goats cheese, fish from Skipsea, Filey and Scarborough and game from the adjoining Dalton Estate.
Rosemary Schrager is the doyen of cookery schools, and hers, at Swinton Park, offers courses covering all manner of English and Mediterranean cooking skills. 
Think ‘deliciouslyorkshire’ 

Yorkshire boasts a culture rich in food and drink. The spectacular countryside of the Dales, Moors and Wolds, coupled with the region's breathtaking coastline provide the backdrop to the production of some of the nation's most popular and well known products. 

Cheese, lamb, beef, pork, ham, baked goods, pies, fish and chocolate are just some of our historic culinary strengths. These are complemented by an ever increasing use of innovation which ensures Yorkshire is leading the way when it comes to producing high quality, value for money, local fare.

Yorkshire’s producers are truly passionate about what they do and as more and more people want to know where their food is from and turn to locally sourced in-season produce, the deliciouslyorkshire campaigning brand tells consumers at a glance that the produce they are buying is local, seasonal, fresh and has full traceability.  Found in supermarkets and independent grocers, as well as farm shops and online, the deliciouslyorkshire brand is a celebration of all things food and drink in Yorkshire.

Foodie Shopping

Yorkshire is famous for providing the finest local produce and foodie gifts. The region's farm shops, markets and specialist delicatessens offer a multitude of delights which include mature grass-fed beef, Dale lamb, asparagus and apples, chocolates and beer.

Farmers markets are increasingly popular as a means of buying locally produced food. Farmers markets are being held all around the region all year round, here are a few suggestions of where you can pick up some fine Yorkshire produce. For a unique market experience visit Kirkgate Market in Leeds. It is the largest indoor market in Europe with over 800 stalls brimming with all sorts of foody goodies.   Further afield from Leeds is the Beadlam Grange Farm Shop, near Helmsley. They were winners of the 'Best Farm Business' at the 2009 Rural Awards, and offer customers a unique farm shopping experience in lovely surroundings. Customers can purchase fresh farm produce from the farmshop and then enjoy tea, coffee and farmhouse baking in the traditional Granary Tearoom. 
Dining Experience

It’s official. According to Harden’s 2009 UK Restaurants Guide, Yorkshire has the largest number of quality restaurants in the UK outside of London.
As mentioned, Yorkshire has six Michelin Star restaurants: The Burlington Restaurant, The Star Inn, The Box Tree, The Old Vicarage, Yorke Arms and The Pipe and Glass Inn in Beverley; all offering food lovers a fabulous dining experience.  However, fine dining is not just restricted to Yorkshire’s Michelin Star restaurants, as quality food, with the emphasis on local produce and creative dishes can be seen in restaurants, pubs, bars and hotels all over the Yorkshire region. 

And don’t forget Yorkshire’s fish and chips. Yorkshire holds many award winning fish and chip shops for a true experience and taste of the sea. Discover the delights of a traditional fish and chip shop, or book an evening meal in an award winning seafood restaurant. 
Yorkshire Beer and Wine.
The region has historic breweries gleaming under oak-timbered ceilings, micro breweries with state-of-the-art stainless steel and mystic brews frothing in antique stone 'squares'. Today's dedicated Yorkshire brewers are busily producing hundreds of varieties of real ale for you to enjoy. Those in search of a beer break in Yorkshire would be wise to head to one of the region’s breweries, where there are over fifty to choose from... Black Sheep Brewery, Theakson Brewery, York Brewery, Wold Top Brewery, Saltaire Brewery, Brown Cow Brewery... to name a few.  
From the breweries to the bar, there are many places to enjoy a fine pint in Yorkshire. Fancy ale served in hand-held jugs? Then Whitelocks in Leeds, established in 1715, is a great place to experience quality and a diverse selection of ales. The Rat and Rachet is an award-winning CAMRA pub of the year 2008, and offers a selection of twelve real ales, a dedicated black beer pump, and real cider.  Ye Olde Punch Bowl, Marton Cum Grafton, North Yorkshire is known for serving fine local ales to match the excellent food served; there’s also an onsite micro brewery.
Try something different, and visit the highest pub in Britain, the Tanhill Inn, located in the Yorkshire Dales and 1,732ft above sea level. Yorkshire also has one of the oldest pubs in Britain, The Bingley Arms, with an original Dutch oven in the lounge and old priest holes hidden in the chimney; every room is full of history and magical stories.  From the oldest to the spookiest, Yorkshire’s the Golden Fleece claims to be York’s most haunted pub, and one of England's most haunted sites. Situated in an ancient building that is mentioned in the York Archives as far back as 1503, the Golden Fleece stands directly opposite York's most historic and picturesque street, The Shambles.

Deliciously Different in Yorkshire

Afternoon tea? From the timeless elegance of Betty’s Tearooms to the contemporary twist offered by Hotel du Vin and the Black Swan Tea Room and Patisserie in Helmsley; Yorkshire really knows how to uphold this historic tradition with style.  Yorkshire’s favourite tearooms are members of the UK Tea Council’s prestigious Tea Guild, an organisation that represents those tea rooms that are dedicated to brewing and serving tea to the highest standards, so you know you're in for a treat. 
For those with a sweeter tooth, enjoy the widest selection of sweets and treats at England’s oldest confectioner in Patley Bridge, from milk bottles to sarsaparilla sticks, you will certainly be spoilt for choice. The region has an array of delights from Scarborough rock, Harrogate Farrah toffee, Pontefract Cakes and liquorice and Jelly Babies, originally born in Sheffield in 1919. For something extra special why not enjoy award winning chocolates from Angel Chocolates - hand made in Swaledale, North Yorkshire. The chocolates use Valrhona, which is made from the rarest and most flavoursome cocoa beans and considered one of the best in the world. If you are a chocoholic this is a must.
For the more savoury palate Yorkshire’s famous Yorkshire pudding should be tried alongside another regional classic the super food, Rhubarb - new in 2010: Yorkshire Rhubarb received EU Protected Designation of Origin status from the European Commission's Protected Food Name scheme alongside other household names such as Champagne and Parma Ham.
Treat your taste buds to Yorkshire blue, the multi award-winning cheese made at the family run Shepherds Purse Cheeses in Thirsk, the winner of Best Dairy Product at the Deliciouslyorkshire Awards and Gold Medal Winner at the recent World Cheese Awards.  
City Life

Cities in Yorkshire deliver all the modern fun you'd expect. From cafe culture to gigs and clubs, brasseries to ballet or gardens to galleries... you won’t be left without choice in Yorkshire’s hot spots. 

Yorkshire Shopping
When exploring Yorkshire's cities you’ll find some of the best shopping opportunities around, and you'll be spoilt for choice. Discover a tempting range of up-to-the-minute specialty shops, which will sell you everything from retro sixties furniture to Art Deco, the latest fashion to contemporary crafts. The Light in Leeds is a great relaxing venue, for some in-between shopping time enjoy the cinema and various dining options. For those hardcore shopaholics then York Designer Outlet and Meadowhall in Sheffield are great options to spend that hard earned cash. For the more traditional experience, Kirkgate Market in Leeds is located within an Edwardian setting and Victoria Quarter is an elegant grade II listed arcade which is home to designer stores such as Mulberry, LINKS London, Louis Vutton and Harvey Nichols.  For the newest retail and leisure experience, St Stephens in Hull is home to stylish stores as well as numerous places to eat, drink and relax. York’s designer and independent stores are shopping heaven and the city’s markets are a haven for finding local produce to treat yourself after a long day shopping.
Dance the Night Away in Yorkshire’s Cities
Nightlife in Yorkshire's cities has, in recent years, harbored some of the UK's most talented acts, from the Pigeon Detectives to the Kaiser Chiefs. Given this talent it's unsurprising that Yorkshire nightlife has a raft of cracking live music venues. The region has everything from indie to jazz, pop to bhangra and R&B to dance. So what are you waiting for... put on your dancing shoes and get ready to boogie the night away.
Yorkshire has many live music venues from the O2 Academy, Cockpit and The Refectory all in Leeds, and across from Leeds is the Sheffield Arena and The Leadmill, two of the most well-known and famous live venues in the north. If you like to party Ibiza style to top DJs, then there are many clubbing options for party people, including the recent re-opening of Mission in Leeds. Situated close to the popular trendy bar area, The Calls, the venue brings well known club nights and DJs to the area. Out of Leeds, The Welly Club is a great dance venue in Hull and the Adelphi has championed original live music and in doing so has nurtured fledgling talent, many of whom have gone on to become household names. 
St George's Concert Hall, Bradford's prime venue, attracts acts as diverse as indie upstarts Dogs to neo-soul diva Beverley Knight and also hosts Bradford's orchestral concert season and offers plenty of choice for other music fans from bhangra to brass bands to rock and pop. 
For something a little different and to show your support in music, why not visit House Concerts, in York. Choose a gig online, have a listen, donate to the artist and they send out your invite and that's it - it's about the music not the money. The Duchess and Fibbers in York are other popular live music venues showcasing some of the finest acts.
If you’re more of a cocktail and trendy beer drinker and enjoy relaxing in stylish and traditional bars, Yorkshire is certainly not short of venues. Fanny’s Ale House is a hot spot in Bradford for traditional ale and Mojo’s and North Bar in Leeds is a cool haunt for lovers of beers, cocktails, music and art, or over in Sheffield the sophisticated Ivory at Harrisons where you can relax to piano music and a cocktail. 
Food and Drink in Yorkshire

The region's cities are full of fashionable restaurants, cool gastro-pubs and an amazing choice of ethnic eating-places, some well known and some hidden away just waiting to be discovered.
By day, cruise from cafés to tea rooms, sipping on cappuccinos and feasting on famous afternoon teas. Tempt your taste buds at Betty's in York or enjoy lunch in the impressive surrounds of the Victoria Quarter in Leeds at Anthony's Patisserie. For something more filling, The Milestone in Sheffield prides itself as a chic gastropub with a fine dining ambience. Explore their electric menus and be assured they use only the best of fresh, local and seasonal produce with amazing results.
By night, the cities are alive with culinary temptations; the Artisan Restaurant in Hull looks over the Humber Bridge and has been voted one of the best restaurants outside of London and the most talked about venue in York is Blue Bicycle with its relaxed atmosphere and highly recommended fish dishes. For a truly unique experience of high-class dining, steeped in the art of Kashmiri cooking the must-visit place is Mumtaz in Bradford and Leeds, or for vegetarian cuisine that  you would experience in India you must visit Prashad in Bradford to sample the authentic dishes and delights.  
Performing Yorkshire

Yorkshire’s cities have to be the northern capitals of world-class performing arts, with leading regional theatres, arts organisations, ballet, opera, contemporary dance acts and award winning productions all around the region. Make your choice, sit back and enjoy one of Yorkshire's legendary shows. 

Leeds Grand Theater and Opera House is widely regarded as a major milestone in Victorian theatre building. The venue seats around 1,550 and the auditorium provides a home for performances of all types. An enormous range of notable dance, drama, comedy and music productions have been seen at The Grand and acclaimed companies, Opera North and Northern Ballet Theatre have their residencies at The Grand. In Leeds, there is also the West Yorkshire Playhouse, which has established a reputation both nationally and internationally as one of Britain's most exciting producing theatres, winning awards for everything from its productions to its customer service. The Playhouse produces 16 of its own shows each year in its two auditoria, approximately a third of which are world or British premieres.
The Alhambra Theatre is the jewel in the crown of Bradford. Built in 1914 and refurbished in 1986 with stunning results, it is a testimony to the splendor of the Edwardian music hall era. Today, the Alhambra hosts the best in large scale entertainment from ballet and opera to variety and comedy, musicals, drama and, of course, the annual pantomime.
Over in Sheffield, performing arts comprise of three distinctive performance venues; The Crucible, Lyceum and Studio Theatres; together they form the largest regional theatre complex outside London and provide a wide variety of live entertainment.  The Grand Opera House in York offers a great mix of entertainment from West End musicals to stand up comedians, live bands to family shows. York also has the York Theatre Royal that offers some of the most exciting theatre set in a 260 year old building.  
Yorkshire’s Attractions

There's such a diverse range of attractions and things to do in Yorkshire cities, you can be assured of a great day out. Whatever kind of break you are seeking, you'll find things to enjoy all year round. Yorkshire's cities offer easy access to all attractions with great transport networks and with compact centres they're so easy to explore on foot. Take a break from the usual city pursuits like shopping and eating and really get to the heart of city life. 
Sheffield, once an industrial city is now the greenest city in England. You are never far from one of more than 200 parks, woodlands or gardens. If gardening is your thing, then you must not miss Sheffield Botanical Gardens during your visit; opened in 1836, the site features fifteen different gardens and plants from all around the world housed in a restored Grade II listed Glass Pavilions. 
Moving across to the region’s other cities; explore Yorkshire’s many cultural attractions, from York Minister to the JORVIK Viking Centre, and Leeds City Museum to Leeds City Art Gallery. The Wilberforce House Museum in Hull explores the history of slavery, abolition and the legacy of slavery today, an interesting visit to the recently re-opened museum. Climb aboard Hull's last sidewinder trawler, the Arctic Corsair, and let the crew take you on a guided tour. You'll hear all about life at sea and the dangers deep sea trawlermen faced in the Icelandic fishing grounds. A trip to Bradford cannot be complete without visiting the famous and award-winning National Media Museum, where you can explore the five free interactive galleries and experience IMAX with a screen so huge you actually become part of the action.
Be Different.
There are many unusual and unforgettable things to get your claws into around the region. Europe’s largest artificial ski complex is based in Sheffield, with over a mile of ski fun to be had; enjoy a bus or boat ride around York or Leeds – the new Leeds City Sightseeing Bus and The Leeds City Cruise starts in summer 2010, fun by day or romantic at night. Brave souls can also explore York by night and hear all the shrilling stories of York’s ghosts and horrors by trained guides...  Alternatively, Mojo’s in Leeds hosts Cocktail Masterclass for all those who want to be top of the class in cocktail making. Create and sample a wide range of drinks... it’s a chance to impress friends with newly acquired skills.  
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